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Bartolomeo did under the scourge of the fiery preaching of Savonarola, who, thinking reform was desperate, strove to shatter the palace of art that demoralized the Florence of the Medici; but I say, go back to your wardrobes, your jewel-boxes, your libraries, your Wedge wood vases and Chelsea dinner-service, your Turner drawings, your Reynoldses and your Gains-boroughs, and the thousand guinea portraits of your wife or child (I, for my part, think them well worth every guinea you choose to give, if they are indeed a work of art), and standing before them, or kneeling before the Crucified (that is a more likely attitude), inquire if you have emptied yourself indeed !
Oh, have you emptied yourself? have you renounced them, not with a reserve for a temperate use, but have you as good as lost them, and now count the loss as gain that you may win Christ and be found in Him ? Could you do with them as Gideon's soldiers did with their pitchers of clay, break them for the sake of the light within ? Are you ready so to deal with these earthen vessels that the treasure of a Christ-like poverty may be manifested in their midst ? Have you the heart to do as the woman did, who with forethought had kept her devotion for her Lord, and when the opportunity was offered, crushed